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forming character, for giving us men and. women
armed with reason, braced by knowledge, clothed
with steadfastness and courage, and inspired by
that public spirit and public virtue of which It
has been well said that they are the brightest
ornaments of the mind of man. Bacon is right,
as he generally is, when he bids us read not to
contradict and refute, nor to believe and take for
granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to
weigh and to consider. Yes, let us read to weigh
and to consider. In the times before us that
promise or threaten deep political, economical^
and social controversy, what we need to do is to
induce our people to weigh and consider. We
want them to cultivate energy without impatience,
activity without restlessness, inflexibility without
ill-humour. I am not going to preach to you
any artificial stoicism. I am not going to preach
to you any indifference to moneys or to the
pleasures of social intercourse, or to the esteem
and good-will of our neighbours, or to any other
of the consolations and necessities of life. But,
after all, the thing that matters most, both for
happiness and for duty, is that we should strive
habitually to live with wise thoughts and right